
Holiness, JC Ryle
Chapter 3: Holiness

The subject is practical holiness:
The Nature of Practical Holiness
1. Holiness is the habit of being of one mind with God, 
according as we find his mind described in Scripture.
“He who most entirely agrees with God - he is the most 
holy man.”
2. A holy man will endeavour to shun every known sin, 
and to keep every known commandment
3. A holy man will strive to be like our Lord Jesus Christ
“Happy is he who has learned to make Christ his ”all”, 
both for salvation and example!  Much time would be 
saved, and much sin prevented, if men would oftener ask 
themselves the question: “What would Jesus have said and 
done, if he were in my place?”
4. A holy man will follow after meekness, gentleness, 
patience, kind tempers and government of his tongue.
“He will bear much, forbear much, overlook much and be 
slow to talk of standing on his rights.”
5. A holy man will follow after temperance and self-denial
6. A holy man will follow after love and brotherly 
kindness
“He will strive to adorn his religion by all his outward 
demeanour, and to make it lovely and beautiful in the eyes 
of all around him.”
7. A holy man will follow after a spirit of mercy and 
benevolence towards others
“He will not stand idle all the day.  He will not be content 
with doing no harm - he will try to do good.  He will strive 
to be useful in his day and generation, and to lessen the 
spiritual needs and misery around him as far as he can.” 
p.59
8. A holy man will follow after purity of heart
“He knows his own heart is like tinder, and will diligently 
keep clear of the sparks of temptation. … Few Christians 
are ever too watchful and too particular about this point.” 
p.60
9. A holy man will follow after the fear of God
“I do not meant the fear of a slave - who only works 
because he is afraid of punishment and would be idle if he 
did not dread discovery.  I mean rather the fear of a child - 
who wishes to live and move as if he was always before 
his father’s face, because he loves him.”  p.60
10. A holy man will follow after humility
“He will see more evil in his own heart than in any other 
in the world.” p.61
11. A holy man will follow after faithfulness in all the 
duties and relations of life
“Holy people should aim at doing everything well and 
should be ashamed of allowing themselves to do anything 
poorly, if they can help it.” p.61
12. Last but not least, a holy man will follow after 
spiritual-mindedness

“He will not neglect the business of the present life, but 
the first place in his mind and thoughts will be given to 
eternal realities.” p.62

I do not say for a moment that holiness shuts out the 
presence of indwelling sin
“But it is the excellence of a holy man that he is not at 
peace with indwelling sin, as others are.  He hates it, 
mourns over it, and longs to be free from its company.” 
p.63
Neither do I say that holiness comes to ripeness and 
perfection all at once
“Sanctification is always a progressive work.” p.63
Sanctification in the very holiest man is an imperfect work
“The gold will never be without some dross” p.63
“I am sure that to have such a character as I have faintly 
drawn is the heart’s desire and prayer of all true Christians.  
They press towards it - if they do not reach it.” p.64
True holiness is a great reality
“It is something in a man that can be seen and known and 
marked and felt by all around him.” p.64
We should make allowance for much backsliding and 
deadness in Christians
“I know a road may lead from one point to another, and 
yet have many a winding and turn.”p.64

“I cannot see how any man deserves to be called ‘holy’ 
who wilfully allows himself in sins , and is not humbled 
and ashamed because of them.  I dare not call anyone 
‘holy’ who makes a habit of wilfully neglecting known 
duties and wilfully doing what he knows God has 
commanded him not to do.” p.64
The Importance of Practical Holiness
“Can holiness save us? … The brightest saints are all 
‘unprofitable servants’ in themselves. … Why then is 
holiness so important?” p.65
1. For one thing, we must be holy, because the voice of 
God in Scripture plainly commands it
“”Be holy, because I am holy” … ‘In this,’ says Leighton, 
‘law and gospel agree.’” p,66
2. We must be holy, because this is one grand end and 
purpose for which Christ came into the world
“Jesus is a complete Saviour.  He does not merely take 
away the guilt of a believer’s sin.  He does more - he 
breaks is power” pp.66-67
3. We must be holy, because this is the only sound 
evidence that we have a saving faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ
“True faith will always show itself by its fruits” p.67
“I suspect that with rare exceptions men die just as they 
lived.” p.67
“It is a true saying of Traill’s: ‘That faith is unsound - 
whose hopes of glory do not purify his heart and life.’” 
p.68



4. We must be holy, because this is the only proof that we 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity
“Surely that man must be in an unhealthy state of soul, 
who can think of all that Jesus suffered and yet loves those 
sins for which that suffering was undergone!: p.68
5. We must be holy, because this is the only sound 
evidence that we are true children of God
“If men have no likeness to the Father in heaven; it is vain 
to talk of their being his ‘sons’.” p.69
6. We must be holy, because this is the most likely way to 
do good to others
“You may talk to people about the doctrines of the gospel, 
and few will listen, and fewer still understand.  But your 
life is an argument that none can escape! … They may not 
understand justification - but they can understand love.” 
pp.69-70
“I believe there is far more harm done by unholy and 
inconsistent professors than we are at all aware of.  Such 
men are among Satan’s best allies.” p.70
7. We must be holy, because our present comfort depends 
much upon it
“God has so wisely ordered it, that our well-being and our 
well-doing are linked together.  He has mercifully 
provided that even in this world, it shall be in man’s best 
interest to be holy.” p.71
“A believer may as soon expect to feel the sun’s rays upon 
a dark and cloudy day as to feel strong consolation in 
Christ while he does not follow him fully.” p.71
8. We must be holy, because without holiness on earth we 
will never be prepared to enjoy heaven
“How will we ever be at home and happy in heaven - if we 
die unholy?” p.72
Application:
1. The most pertinent question to ask is this: ‘Are you 
holy?’
“I look at the world and see the greater part of it lying in 
wickedness.  I look at professing Christians and see the 
vast majority have nothing of Christianity but the name.  I 
turn to the Bible, and I hear the Spirit saying, ‘without 
holiness no one will see the Lord’!” p.74
2. Let me speak a little to believers
“I fear that it is sometimes forgotten that God has married 
together justification and sanctification.  They are distinct 
and different things, beyond question, but one is never 
found without the other.  All justified people are sanctified, 
and all sanctified people are justified.  What God has 
joined together let no man dare to put asunder.” p.77
“I sometimes fear that if Christ were on earth now, there 
are many who would think his preaching to be legal.” p.78
“John Owen … used to say … that there were people 
whose whole religion seemed to consist in going about 
complaining of their own corruptions and telling everyone 
that they could do nothing of themselves. … I do not 
object to them when they come from men who … fight a 
good fight … against sin, the devil, and the world.  But I 
never like such complaints when I see ground for 
suspecting, as I often do, that they are only a cloak to 

cover spiritual laziness, and an excuse for spiritual sloth.” 
pp.78-9
3. A word of advice
“Would you be holy? … Then you must begin with 
Christ.” p.80  
“Holiness comes from Christ.  It is the result of vital union 
with him.  It is the fruit of being a living branch of the true 
Vine.” p.82
“Would you continue holy?  Then abide in Christ”


