
Holiness, JC Ryle
Introduction

“I have had a deep conviction for many years that practical 
holiness  and  entire  self-consecration  to  God  are  not 
sufficiently  attended  to  by  modern  Christians  in  this 
country.  Politics,  or  controversy,  or  party-spirit,  or 
worldliness, have eaten out the heart of lively piety in too 
many of us. The subject of personal godliness has fallen 
sadly  into  the  background.  The  standard  of  living  has 
become  painfully  low  in  many  quarters.  The  immense 
importance  of  “adorning  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour” (Titus ii. 10), and making it lovely and beautiful 
by our daily habits and tempers,  has been far too much 
overlooked.” p.1

Cautions for the Times on the Subject of Holiness:
(1).  It  is  not  wise  to  speak  of  faith  as  the  only  thing 
required in sanctification
 ‒ “the Scriptures teach us that in following holiness the 

true  Christian  needs  personal  exertion  and  work  as 
well as faith.” p.1

 ‒ “Sanctifying faith is a grace of which the very life is 
action: it “worketh by love,” and, like a main-spring, 
moves the whole inward man (Gal. v. 6).” p.2

(2).  It  is  not  wise  to  make  so  little  of  “practical 
exhortations to holiness in daily life”
 ‒ these are common in the Sermon on the Mount and the 

latter part of most of Paul’s letters

(3). It is not wise to use vague language about perfection
 ‒ “What saint can be named in God’s Word, of whose 

life many details are recorded, who was literally and 
absolutely perfect? Which of them all,  when writing 
about  himself,  ever  talks  of  feeling  free  from 
imperfection? On the contrary, men like David, and St. 
Paul, and St. John, declare in the strongest language 
that they feel in their own hearts weakness and sin.”, 
p.3 

(4). It is not wise to be so certain that Romans chapter 7 
does not describe the experience of mature Christians
 ‒ “Paul  says  nothing  in  this  chapter  which  does  not 

precisely  tally  with  the  recorded  experience  of  the 
most eminent saints in every age” p.3

(5). It is not wise to exalt the doctrine of “Christ in us” to a 
higher position than it holds in the Bible
 ‒ Christ dwells in us by his Spirit, and we are the ones 

who repent, believe and act

(6).  It  is  not  wise  to  distinctly  separate  conversion  and 
consecration
 ‒ there are “various measures of sin and of grace” but “I 

thoroughly dislike the notion of a second conversion”, 
p.5

 ‒ “In short, I have almost suspected that when they were 
consecrated they were in reality converted for the first 
time!”

(7). It is not wise to teach that believers ought to “yield 
themselves to God” and be passive in the hands of Christ, 

rather than fight and struggle against sin
 ‒ “in the Epistles … believers … are not told to ”yield 

themselves” up as passive agents and sit still, but to 
arise and work.” p.6

In conclusion:
 ‒ “There is  an amazing ignorance of  Scripture among 

many,  and  a  consequent  want  of  established,  solid 
religion.” p.6

 ‒ “There  is  an  incessant  craving  after  any  teaching 
which is sensational and exciting, and rousing to the 
feelings.” p.6

 ‒ “A movement in aid of holiness which produces strife 
and  dispute  among  God’s  children  is  somewhat 
suspicious.” p.7

Questions:
1. What misunderstanding of holiness are common today?


