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Chapter 7: Assurance

“I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 

love His appearing.” - 2 Tim. 4:6-8. 
In these verses, Paul looks:
 ‒ downwards to the grave: he is certain that death is near, 

and is not afraid.
 ‒ backward to his ministry: and has a good conscience

 ‒ a good conscience cannot save, but it  makes dying 
easier.

 ‒ forward to the day of reckoning: without doubt.
An assured hope is a true and scriptural thing
Ryle’s definition of assurance: “a converted man may reach 
such a comfortable degree of faith in Christ that in general he 
shall feel entirely confident as to the pardon and safety of his 
soul,  shall  seldom  be  troubled  with  doubts,  seldom  be 
distracted  with  fears,  seldom  be  distressed  by  anxious 
questionings and, in short, though vexed by many an inward 
conflict  with  sin,  shall  look  forward  to  death  without 
trembling, and to judgment without dismay.” p.158
Assurance  is  denied  by  the  RC  church  as  an  ungodly 
confidence and by worldly Christians as an offence.  
Yet assurance, “after all, is no more than a full-grown faith - a 
masculine faith that grasps Christ’s promise with both hands; 
a faith that argues like the good centurion, ‘If the Lord speaks 
the word only, I am healed.  Why then should I doubt?” (see 
Matt. 8:8).
A believer may never arrive  at  assurance  -  and yet  be 
saved  
“To believe and have a glimmering hope of acceptance is one 
thing; to have ‘joy and peace’ in our believing, and abound in 
hope, is quite another.  All God’s children have faith - but not 
all have assurance.” p.163
“A child may be born heir to a great fortune, and yet never be 
aware of his riches, may live childish, die childish and never 
know the greatness of his possessions.” p.164
“Bare simple faith in Christ shall save a man, though he may 
never attain to assurance; but will it bring him to heaven with 
strong and abounding consolations?” p.165
“It is all too easy to confuse the two.  Faith, let us remember, 
is the root, and assurance is the flower.  Doubtless you can 
never have the flower without the root; but it is no less certain 
you may have the root and not the flower.” p.166
“Faith  is  life  …  yet  life  may  be  weak,  sickly,  unhealthy, 
painful,  trying,  anxious,  weary,  burdensome,  joyless  and 
smileless to the very end.  Assurance is more than life.  It is 
health,  strength,  power,  vigour,  activity,  energy,  manliness, 
beauty.” pp.166-7
Reasons why assurance is to be desired
1. It affords present comfort and peace
Assurance  sets  a  believer  free  from uncertainty  about  our 
spiritual  state,  and  makes  us  “patient  in  tribulation,  calm 
under bereavements,  unmoved in sorrow, not afraid of evil 
tidings,  in  every  condition  content  -  for  it  gives  him  a 
fixedness of heart.” pp.168-9
2. It makes Christians active workers
Assurance  sets  us  free  from the  distraction  of  doubts  and 
questioning  (like  a  hypochondriac)  so  that  we  can  give 
undivided attention to the work of the Lord.
3. It makes Christians decided
Indecision and doubt produce a wavering and unstable walk.
A lack of assurance leads to much uncertainty about points of 
practice - it they knew they were Christians, they would act 

like it.  “In short, I have little doubt that one secret cause of 
‘halting between two opinions’ is lack of assurance.  When 
people  can  say  decidedly,  ”The  Lord  -  he  is  God!’,  their 
course becomes very clear (1 Kin. 18:39).” p.174
4. It tends to make the holiest Christians
“He who is freely forgiven by Christ will always do much for 
Christ’s glory; and he who enjoys the fullest assurance of this 
forgiveness  will  ordinarily  keep  up  the  closest  walk  with 
God. … ‘All who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure’ (1 John 3:3).  A hope that does not purify is 
a mockery, a delusion and a snare.” pp.174-5
Assurance makes us watchful over our hearts and lives, for 
fear of losing our communion with God. 
Some  probable  causes  why  assurance  is  so  seldom 
attained
“Perhaps the Lord sees something in the natural temperament 
of some of his children which makes assurance unwholesome 
for them.  Perhaps, in order to be kept in spiritual health, they 
need to be kept very low.” p.177
However, common causes are:
1. A defective view of the doctrine of justification
Christ’s work is the only ground of acceptance with God, not 
their own work in whole or in part, directly or indirectly.
Nothing  is  needed  on  our  part  but  simple  faith,  and  the 
weakest believer is  as fully and completely justified as the 
strongest.
2. Slothfulness about growth in grace
Some think that  grace is  given them to be enjoyed,  rather 
than. like a talent, to be used and improved.
There is “an inseparable connection between diligence and 
assurance.  ‘… make  every  effort,’ says  Peter,  ‘to  confirm 
your calling and election’ (2 Pet. 1:10)”.
3. An inconsistent walk in life
“Inconsistency  of  life  is  utterly  destructive  of  peace  of 
conscience!  …  If  you  will  have  your  besetting  sins  and 
cannot  make  up  your  minds  to  give  them up,  if  you  will 
shrink from cutting off the right hand and plucking out the 
right  eye when occasion requires it,  you will  have no true 
assurance.”
“Paul  was a  man who exercised himself  to  have always a 
conscience void  of  offence towards  God and towards  man 
(Acts 24:16).”
Conclusion
1. To those who are not following Christ
Do not judge the Lord by his people.  Most Christians come 
very short of the blessedness they might enjoy, but the fault is 
not the Lord’s, but theirs.  Even so, the weakest child of God 
has  a  mine  of  comforts  within  him  of  which  you  know 
nothing.
“Come to the Lord Jesus as lowly sinners, and he will receive 
you, pardon you, give you his renewing Spirit, fill you with 
peace.  This shall give you more real comfort than the world 
has ever done.” p.184
2. To believers
If you do not have assurance, resolve to seek it.  “Labour for 
it.  Strive after it.  Pray for it.” p.184
Don’t  be  surprised  if,  after  you  have  assurance,  you  have 
occasional doubts.  We still have to struggle against the flesh 
and the devil.  “He who never doubts has nothing to lose.  He 
who never fears possesses nothing truly valuable.  He who is 
never jealous knows little of deep love.” p.186
Assurance may be lost for a season if we do not take care, 
and can be slow to recover.   “Spiritual darkness comes on 
horseback and goes away on foot!” p.187
Do not grieve the Spirit.  
“The man who walks with God in Christ most closely will 
generally be kept in the greatest peace.” p.187


