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THE RULER OF THE WAVES 
“the Gospels were written to make us acquainted with 
Christ.” p.211
It is good to be familiar with all matters “pertaining to the 
King”, but it is “far better to be familiar with Jesus 
Himself, to see the King’s own face, and to behold His 
beauty! This is one secret of eminent holiness. He that 
would be conformed to Christ’s image, and become a 
Christ-like man, must be constantly studying Christ 
Himself!” p.211
1. Following Christ will not prevent our having earthly 
sorrows and troubles
“The Lord Jesus taught them that a man may be one of His 
chosen servants and yet have to go through many a 
trouble, and endure many a pain.” p.213
There are advantages to this:
 ‒ It reveals who are true Christians;
 ‒ It reveals whether men serve Christ for His own sake 

or from selfish motives;
 ‒ It promotes sanctification: “Trouble is often the only 

fire which will burn away the dross that clings to our 
hearts. … The harvest of the Lord’s field is seldom 
ripened by sunshine only. It must go through its days 
of wind, and rain, and storm.”  p.215

“If you desire to serve Christ and be saved, I entreat you to 
take the Lord on His own terms. Make up your mind to 
meet with your share of crosses and sorrows, and then you 
will not be surprised.” p.215
“If you profess to be a child of God, leave to the Lord 
Jesus to sanctify you in His own way. Rest satisfied that 
He never makes any mistakes. Be sure that He does all 
things well. The winds may howl around you, and the 
waters swell. But fear not, He is leading you “by a straight 
way to a city” where you can “settle” (Psalm 107:7” p.215
2. Jesus Christ is truly and really Man
“He was equal to the Father in all things, and the eternal 
God. But He was also Man, and took part of flesh and 
blood, and was made like unto us in all things, sin only 
excepted.” p.216
This is “a deep mine of comfort” p.216:
 ‒ Jesus “is not only a great High Priest - but a 

compassionate High Priest. He is not only a powerful 
Saviour - but a sympathising Saviour. He is not only 
the Son of God, mighty to save - but the Son of man, 
able to pity.” p.217 

There is “a marvellous proof of love and wisdom in the 
union of two natures in Christ’s person.” p.217:
 ‒ “blessed be God, my Saviour is God as well as Man - 

and Man as well as God. God, and so able to deliver 
me - Man, and so able to feel with me. Almighty power 
and deepest sympathy are met together in one glorious 
person, Jesus Christ, my Lord.” p.218 

 ‒ “Your soul’s business is in the hand of a High Priest 
who can be touched with the feeling of your 
infirmities. … You have to do with Jesus, who had a 
body like your own and was a Man upon earth like 
yourself. He well knows that world through which you 
are struggling, for He dwelt in the midst of it thirty-
three years. He well knows the “opposition of sinners” 
which so often discourages you, for He endured it 

Himself. (Heb. 12:3). He well knows the art and 
cunning of your spiritual enemy, the devil - for He 
wrestled with him in the wilderness. Surely, with such 
an advocate, you may well feel bold.” pp.218-9 

 ‒ “You are applying to One who knows your feelings by 
experience, and has drunk deep of the bitter cup, for 
He was “a Man of suffering, and familiar with 
pain” (Is. 53:3). Jesus knows the heart of a man, the 
bodily pains of a man, the difficulties of a man - for he 
was a Man Himself, and had flesh and blood upon 
earth. He sat wearied by the well at Sychar. He wept 
over the grave of Lazarus at Bethany. He sweat great 
drops of blood at Gethsemane. He groaned with 
anguish at Calvary.” p.219
 ‒ “Are you poor and needy? So also was Jesus. … 

Are you alone in the world, and neglected by those 
who ought to love you? So also was Jesus. … Are 
you misunderstood, misrepresented, slandered, 
and persecuted? So also was Jesus. … Does Satan 
tempt you, and offer horrid suggestions to your 
mind? So also did he tempt Jesus. … Do you ever 
feel great agony and conflict of mind? Do you feel 
in darkness as if God had left you? So did Jesus.” 
pp.219-21

“It is impossible to conceive a Saviour more suited to the 
wants of man’s heart than our Lord Jesus Christ, suited not 
only by His power, but by His sympathy; suited not only 
by His divinity, but by His humanity. … Grasp this truth, 
and never let it go.” p.221
3. There may be much weakness and infirmity - even in 
a true Christian
These disciples displayed impatience, unbelief and 
distrust.
“Sense of immediate peril often makes men have a bad 
memory. Fear is often unable to reason from past 
experience.” p.222
“Many of God’s children get on very well so long as they 
have no trials.” But suddenly wealth or health fails, death 
or tribulation comes, and then, “fear, and doubt, and 
distress, and anxiety, break in upon them like a flood, and 
they seem at their wits’ end! I know that this is a sad 
description. I only put it to the conscience of every real 
Christian, whether it is not correct and true.” pp.222-3
“The plain truth is that … the best and brightest of God’s 
saints is but a poor mixed being” p.223:
 ‒ “Abraham was the father of the faithful. … yet … he 

allowed Sarah to be called his sister, and not his wife, 
through the fear of man.” pp.223-4

 ‒ “David was a man after God’s own heart. … yet this 
very David at one time was so far overtaken by fear 
and unbelief that he … forgot the many wonderful 
deliverances he had experienced at God’s hand. He 
only thought of his present danger, and took refuge 
among the ungodly Philistines.” p.224

“Do not think because your heart is in a lively frame now, 
that such a frame will always last. … There are more 
things in your inward man than you are at present aware 
of. The Lord may leave you as He did Hezekiah, to show 
you all that is in your heart (2 Chron. 2:31).”
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 ‒ must not make “the unbelief of the disciples an excuse 
for themselves” p.226

 ‒ must recognise “that so long as they are in the body, 
they must not expect faith to be above the reach of 
fear.” p.226

Christians:
 ‒ “must not hastily conclude that a man has no grace 

merely because you see some corruption in him. There 
are spots on the face of the sun - and yet the sun shines 
brightly and enlightens the whole world. … It is 
possible for a man to forsake all for Christ’s sake - and 
yet to be overtaken occasionally with doubts and 
fears.” pp.226-7

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is powerful
a. Study it in His works of creation 
 ‒ “all creation, from the sun on high to the least worm 

below - was the work of Christ.” p.228
b. Study it in His works of providence
 ‒ “Sun, moon, and stars roll along in a perfect system. 

Spring, summer, autumn, and winter follow one 
another in regular order. They continue to this day and 
fail not, according to the ordinance of Him who died 
on Calvary.” p.229

c. Study the subject not least in His miracles
 ‒ “Regard every one of His miracles as an emblem and 

figure of spiritual things. See in it a lovely picture of 
what He is able to do for your soul.” p.229

d. Study the subject in particular as placed before you 
this day
 ‒ “your heart has sometimes been tossed to and fro like 

the waves in a storm. You have found it agitated like 
the waters of the troubled sea when it cannot rest. 
Come and hear this day that there is One who can give 
you rest. Jesus can say to your heart, whatever may be 
its ailment, “Peace, be still!”” p.230

“Even if your conscience within be lashed by the 
recollection of countless transgressions, and torn by every 
gust of temptation? Even if the remembrance of past 
hideous immorality is grievous unto you, and the burden 
intolerable? Even if your heart seems full of evil, and sin 
appears to drag you where it will like a slave? Even if the 
devil rides to and fro over your soul like a conqueror, and 
tells you it is vain to struggle against him, there is no hope 
for you? I tell you that here is One who can give pardon 
and peace to even you!” p.230
“But what if your heart be right with God, and yet you are 
pressed down with a load of earthly trouble? What if the 
fear of poverty is tossing you to and fro and seems likely 
to overwhelm you? What if pain of body is racking you to 
distraction day after day? What if you are suddenly laid 
aside from active usefulness, and compelled by infirmity 
to sit still and do nothing? What if death has come into 
your home and taken away your Rachael, or Joseph, or 
Benjamin and left you alone, crushed to the ground with 
sorrow? What if all this has happened? Still there is 
comfort in Christ. He can speak peace to wounded hearts 
as easily as calm troubled seas. He can rebuke rebellious 
wills as powerfully as raging winds. He can make storms 
of sorrow abate and silence tumultuous passions as surely 
as He stopped the Galilean storm. He can say to the 

heaviest anxiety, “Peace, be still!”” p.231
5. Let us learn, in the last place, how tenderly and 
patiently the Lord Jesus deals with weak believers.
“He does not cast them off for their stupidity … unbelief 
… cowardice. He teaches them as they are able to bear. He 
leads them on step by step, as a nurse does an infant when 
it first begins to walk.” p.233
“Let all the world know that the Lord Christ is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy. … Only let a sinner lay hold on 
Christ by faith and then, however feeble, Christ’s word is 
pledged to him, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 
He may correct him occasionally in love. He may gently 
reprove him at times. But He will never, never give him 
up. The devil shall never pluck him from Christ’s hand!” 
pp.234-5
“Let all the world know that the Lord Jesus will not cast 
away His believing people because of shortcomings and 
infirmities. … it is His glory to pass over the faults of His 
people, to heal their backslidings, to make much of their 
weak graces, and to pardon their many faults.” p.235
To impress these things on your heart
1. Those who do not know Christ, or his service
“You will find no comfort when sick and dying, unless 
Jesus Christ is your Friend. … I believe the crowning sin 
of Judas Iscariot was that he would not seek pardon and 
turn again to his Lord. Beware, lest that be your sin also.” 
pp.237-8
2. Those who love the Lord Jesus, and believe in Him, 
and yet desire to love Him better
a. “Keep before your mind, as an ever-present truth, 
that the Lord Jesus is an actual, living Person, and deal 
with Him as such.” p.238 
Some Christians talk “more about salvation - than about 
their only Saviour, and more about redemption - than the 
one true Redeemer, and more about Christ’s work - than 
Christ Himself. This a great fault - one that accounts for 
the dry and shrivelled spirit that infuses the religious lives 
of many who profess faith.” p.238
The apostles “did not go about the world telling men of 
love, and mercy, and pardon, in the abstract. The leading 
subject of all their sermons was the loving heart of an 
actual living Christ. This is the kind of Gospel which is 
most calculated to promote sanctification and meetness for 
glory. Nothing, surely, is so likely to prepare us for that 
heaven where Christ’s personal presence will be all, and 
that glory where we shall meet Christ face to face, as to 
realize communion with Christ, as an actual living Person 
here on earth. There is all the difference in the world 
between an idea and a person.” p.239
b. Keep before your mind, as an ever-present truth, 
that the Lord Jesus is utterly unchanged.
“Follow Him all through His journeys to and fro in 
Palestine. Mark how He received all that came to Him and 
cast out none. Mark how He had an ear to listen to every 
tale of sorrow, a hand to help every case of distress, a heart 
to feel for all who needed sympathy. And then say to 
yourself, “This same Jesus is He who is my Lord and 
Saviour. Place and time have made no difference in Him. 
What He was, He is, and will be for evermore.”” 
pp.239-40


