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“CHRIST IS ALL” 
“Christ is all.” - Colossians 3:11. 

“These three words are the essence and substance of 
Christianity. If our hearts can really go along with them, it is 
well with our souls. If not, we may be sure we have yet much 
to learn.” p.241
In what sense is it so that “Christ is all”?
I. Christ is all in the counsels of God
a. Before the earth was made
Christ was “with God”,  he “was God”, and “knew equality 
with God.” He had glory with the Father who loved him.  He 
was the Saviour “chosen before the creation of the world” 
and believers were “chose(n) … in him.” p.242
b. During the creation
All things were made through him
c. When sin entered the world
“He was revealed to our trembling parents, as the only hope 
of salvation” and “never has any name been made known 
from that day by which souls could be saved, excepting His. 
By Him all saved souls have entered heaven, from Adam 
downwards; and without Him none have ever escaped hell.” 
pp.243-4
d. When the world seemed sunk and buried in ignorance 
of God
“Poets, historians, philosophers had proved that, with all their 
intellectual powers, they had no right knowledge of God, and 
that man, left to himself, was utterly corrupt. “… the world 
through its wisdom did not know him.” (1 Cor. 1:21). 
Excepting a few despised Jews in a corner of the earth, the 
whole world was dead in ignorance and sin.” p.244
Christ “came down into the world to provide a salvation”.
e. When sin shall be cast out from this world
“Christ Himself shall be King. … The heathen shall be given 
to Him for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for His possession … and His kingdom is one that will 
never be destroyed” p.245
f. When all men shall be judged
“Christ Himself will be the Judge.”
“Now if any reader of this message thinks little of Christ, let 
him know this day that he is very unlike God! … Surely it is 
not written in vain: “Whoever does not honour the Son does 
not honour the Father, who sent him.” (John 5:23).” p.246
2. Christ is all in the Bible
“In every part of both Testaments Christ is to be found - 
dimly and indistinctly at the beginning - more clearly and 
plainly in the middle - fully and completely at the end - but 
really and substantially everywhere.”
“Christ’s sacrifice and death for sinners, and Christ’s 
kingdom and future glory, are the light we must bring to bear 
on any book of Scripture we read. Christ’s cross and Christ’s 
crown are the clue we must hold fast, if we would find our 
way through Scripture difficulties. Christ is the only key that 
will unlock many of the dark places of the Word. Some 
people complain that they do not understand the Bible. And 
the reason is very simple. They do not use the key. To them 
the Bible is like the hieroglyphics in Egypt. It is a mystery, 
just because they do not know and employ the key.”
a. “It was Christ crucified who was set forth in every Old 
Testament sacrifice.” p.247
b. It was Christ to whom Abel looked when he offered a 
better sacrifice than Cain.
c. It was Christ of whom Enoch prophesied in the days of 
abounding wickedness before the flood. - “See” he said, “the 
Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his saints, 
to judge everyone.” (Jude 14, 15).
d. It was Christ to whom Abraham looked when he dwelt in 
tents in the land of promise. He believed that in his seed, in 

one born of his family, all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. By faith he saw Christ’s day, and was glad. (John 
8:56).
e. “It was Christ of whom Jacob spoke to his sons, as he lay 
dying. … “The sceptre will not depart from Judah, nor the  
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it 
belongs shall come, and the obedience of the nations shall be 
his” (Gen. 49:10).” pp.247-8 
f. “It was Christ who was the substance of the ceremonial law 
which God gave to Israel by the hand of Moses. “It was in 
this sense especially that “the law was (a) schoolmaster” to 
lead the Jews “unto Christ.” (Gal. 3:24, KJV).” p.248
g. “It was Christ to whom God directed the attention of Israel 
by all the daily miracles which were done before their eyes in 
the wilderness.”
h. “It was Christ of whom all the Judges were types. … All 
were meant to remind the tribes of that far higher Deliverer 
who was yet to come.”
i. “It was Christ of whom David the king was a type”:
j. “It was Christ of whom all the prophets from Isaiah to 
Malachi spoke. “They sometimes dwelt on His sufferings, 
and sometimes on His glory that should follow (1 Pet. 1:11).   
… “But Jesus dying, or Jesus reigning, was the thought you 
will ever find uppermost in their minds.” p.249
k. “It is Christ, I need hardly say, of whom the whole New 
Testament is full. … The Gospels are Christ living, speaking 
and moving among men. The Acts are Christ preached, 
published and proclaimed. The Epistles are Christ written of, 
explained and exalted. But all through, from first to last, there 
is one name above every other, and that is the name of 
Christ.”
3. Christ is all in the religion of all true Christians 
I don’t want to be misunderstood.  I hold:
 ‒ “the absolute necessity of the election of God the Father, 

and the sanctification of God the Spirit, in order to effect 
the salvation of everyone that is saved.” p.250

 ‒ the “perfect harmony and unison in the action of the three 
Persons of the Trinity in bringing any man to glory”

 ‒ “that everyone who reaches heaven will ascribe all the 
glory of his salvation to Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
three Persons in one God.”

“But … Christ should be prominently and distinctly exalted, 
in the matter of saving souls.”
a. Christ is all in a sinner’s justification before God
“Through Him alone, we can have peace with a Holy God, 
By Him alone we can have admission into the presence of the 
Most High, and stand there without fear. “In him and through 
faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence” (Eph. 3:12). In Him alone can God be just, and 
justify the ungodly (Rom. 3:26).” p.251
“Oh, let us never forget that Christ must be all to that soul 
who would be justified! We must be content to go to heaven 
as beggars, saved by free grace, simply as believers in Jesus, 
or we shall never be saved at all.” pp.252-3
b. Christ is all in a Christian’s sanctification
“I would not have anyone misunderstand me. I do not mean 
for a moment to undervalue the work of the Spirit. But this I 
say” p.254:
 ‒ “no man is ever holy till he comes to Christ and is united 

to Him.”
 ‒ “no man can grow in holiness except he abides in Christ.” 
 ‒ “you must be ever looking unto Jesus, looking at His 

cross, and learning fresh motives for a closer walk with 
God; looking at His example, and taking Him for your 
pattern. Looking at Him, you would become like Him. 
Looking at Him, your face would shine without your 
knowing it. Look less at yourself and more at Christ, and 
you will find besetting sins dropping off and leaving you, 
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and your eyes enlightened more and more every day. 
(Heb. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18).”

 ‒ The true way to be strong is to realize our weakness and 
to feel that Christ must be all. The true way to grow in 
grace is to make use of Christ as a fountain for every 
minute’s necessities … We should strive to be able to say, 
“The life I now live in the body I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 
2:20).” pp.254-5 

c. Christ is all in the Christian’s comfort
A saved soul has many sorrows, including trials that only 
Christians are called to bear. The only thing that shall enable 
a believer to bear all this is the consolation there is in Christ. 
(Phil. 2:1). 
“Jesus is indeed the Brother born for adversity” p.255:
 ‒ “He can be touched with the feeling of their infirmities, 

for He suffered Himself. (Heb. 4:15)”
 ‒ “He knows what sorrow is, for He was a Man of 

sorrows” p.256
 ‒ “He knows what an aching body is, for His body was 

racked with pain. He cried, “all my bones are out of 
joint.” (Ps. 22:14).”

 ‒ “He knows what poverty and weariness are for He was 
often wearied and had nowhere to lay His head.” p.256

 ‒ “He knows what family unkindness is, for even His 
brethren did not believe Him. He had no honour in His 
own house.”

“And Jesus knows exactly how to comfort His afflicted 
people”:
 ‒ “how to pour in oil and wine into the wounds of the 

spirit,
 ‒ how to fill up gaps in empty hearts,
 ‒ how to speak a word in season to the weary,
 ‒ how to heal the broken heart,
 ‒ how to make all our bed in sickness,
 ‒ how to draw near when we are faint, and say, “Fear not. I 

am your salvation” (Lam. 3:57).”
“Many a believer, I am sure, could say as much. “If the Lord 
Himself had not stood by me, the deep waters would have 
gone over my soul,” (Ps. cxxiv. 5).”
“How a believer gets through all his troubles appears 
wonderful. How he is carried through the fire and water he 
passes through seems past comprehension. But the true 
account of it is just this: that Christ is not only justification 
and sanctification, but consolation also.” pp.256-7
“Oh, you who want unfailing comfort, I commend you to 
Christ! In Him alone there is no failure. Rich men are 
disappointed in their treasures. Learned men are disappointed 
in their books. Husbands are disappointed in their wives. 
Wives are disappointed in their husbands. Parents are 
disappointed in their children. Statesmen are disappointed 
when, after many a struggle, they attain place and power. 
They find out, to their cost, that it is more pain than pleasure, 
that it is disappointment, annoyance, incessant trouble, worry, 
vanity and vexation of spirit. But no man was ever 
disappointed in Christ.” p.257
d. Christ is all in the Christian’s hopes for time to come
“And what is the hope of a true Christian? It is just this - that 
Jesus Christ is coming again, coming without sin, coming 
with all His people, coming to wipe away every tear, coming 
to raise His sleeping saints from the grave, coming to gather 
together all His family, that they may be for ever with Him.” 
pp.257-8
 ‒ this produces patience: “He knows the time is short. He 

waits quietly for the King.” p.258
 ‒ this produces moderation in all things? “The world is not 

his rest, but an inn; and an inn is not home. … Christ is 
coming, and that is enough.”

4. Christ will be all in heaven
“Like the altar in Solomon’s temple, Christ crucified will be 
the grand object in heaven. … In the midst of the throne and 
surrounded by adoring angels and saints, there will be the 
Lamb that was slain. And the Lamb shall be the light of the 
place. (Rev. 5:6; 21:23).” p.259
 ‒ “The praise of the Lord Jesus will be the eternal song of 

all the inhabitants of heaven.”
 ‒ “The service of the Lord Jesus will be one eternal 

occupation of all the inhabitants of heaven.”
 ‒ “The presence of Christ Himself shall be one everlasting 

enjoyment of the inhabitants of heaven. … Sweet is the 
thought that whoever may be missing at the marriage 
supper, the Master Himself will be there. His presence 
will satisfy all our desires. (Ps. 17:15).” p.260 

“I might easily add to the things I have said”:
 ‒ “Christ ought to be all in a visible Church.  … That 

Church is but a dead carcass in which Christ is not all.” 
pp.260-1 

 ‒ “Christ ought to be all in a ministry. … The Spirit will 
never honour that minister who does not testify of Christ, 
who does not make Christ all.” p.261

Practical Conclusions
1. The utter uselessness of a Christless religion
Many have no “experimental acquaintance”... “with His 
offices and work, His blood, His righteousness, His 
mediation, His priesthood, His intercession”. p.262
“Let every reader take notice. I give you fair warning this 
day. A religion without Christ will never save your soul.” 
p.263
2. The enormous folly of joining anything with Christ in 
the matter of salvation
“Beware of giving the Lord’s ordinances the honour due unto 
the Lord. Beware of resting the burden of your soul on 
anything but Christ, and Christ alone.” p.264
3. Let all who want to be saved, apply direct to Christ
“There are many who hear of Christ and believe all they are 
told about Him. ... But they seem never to get beyond this 
general acknowledgment.”
“It is not looking at the bread that feeds the hungry man - but 
the actual eating of it. It is not gazing on the lifeboat that 
saves the shipwrecked sailor - but actually getting into it. It is 
not knowing and believing that Christ is a Saviour that can 
save your soul, unless there are actual transactions between 
you and Christ. … “Much of religion,” said Luther, “turns on 
being able to use possessive pronouns. Take from me the 
word ‘my,’ and you take from me God!”” p.265
4. Let all His converted people deal with Him as if they 
really believed it
“Alas, there are many of the Lord’s people who live far below 
their privileges! … There are many who make little progress 
in their pursuit of holiness, and shine with a very dim light. 
And why is all this? Simply because - in nineteen cases out of 
twenty - men do not make Christ all in all.” p.266
“Beware of allowing yourself to mingle anything of your own 
with Christ. … Rest not on your own faith, but on Christ … 
Rest not on the work of the Spirit, but on Christ.”   p.266.  
Feelings and experience “are poor, uncertain things and sadly 
dependent on our bodies and outward circumstances. Rest 
only on Christ.”
“Alas, I fear there is a great piece of pride and unbelief still 
sticking in the hearts of many believers! … Few seem to feel 
how simply and like a child they ought to hang their souls on 
Him. Few seem to be aware how full of love He is to His 
poor, weak people, and how ready to help them! And few 
therefore seem to know the peace and joy and strength, and 
power to live a godly life, which is to be had in Christ.” p.267


