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Chapter 1: Thinking the Unthinkable
Good reasons to think about hell:
A. Its Intrinsic Importance
The doctrine of hell “must be known”.

a. The Massive Weight of Biblical Testimony
The Bible refers more often to the wrath of God than to his love
LJC said more about hell than heaven

b. The Content of the Doctrine
A place of torment
Three people die every second

c. We are not Remote from the Catastrophe
“Death is not a spectator Sport”.

d. There is a Way, but Only One Way, of Escaping It.
Faith in JC, the Son of God

Doctors study disease to bring healing.  Similarly, we study hell to be better equipped to deliver people from it.
B. The Pervasiveness of Unbelief
“in our generation, belief in hell has almost disappeared.”

a. Popular Mockery
b. Rejected by Those who have Given it Serious Thought

Many people do think seriously and are offended by it and find it morally disgusting.
c. Being Questioned by Some Evangelicals, who Profess to Believe the Bible

1. Annihilationism / Conditional immortality
 ‒ John Stott
 ‒ PE Hughes

2. Post-mortem Evangelism
3. Inclusivism

God will receive those in other religions who live up to the light they have
 ‒ Clark Pinnock

4. Holding the Doctrine Apologetically
“Those who do not turn to Christ will suffer grave eschatological ramifications.”
“It is denied, watered down, ignored or treated as an embarrassing family secret, not to be mentioned in 
public.”
C. Unbelief as a Symptom of a Deeper Problem
Man-centredness (humanism), which is “the root cause of all our difficulties.”
People are emotionally averse to hell, and construct a persuasive rationale to justify irrational conclusions.

a. A Man-Centred View of Man Himself
Humanism argues that the highest value in society is human well-being.
Humanists also tend to view heaven as a place designed purely for human happiness.

b. The World’s View of Sin is Man-Centred
Sin is regarded as that which hurts others:
 ‒ but this view is held inconsistently: the inconvenient can be hurt, e.g. the unborn.
Thus people are happy that the second table of commandments, but not the first:
 ‒ they do not regard sin as that which is against God
“Hell emphasizes that our sin has an eternal dimension as an affront to the Almighty.”

c. The Man-Centred View of God
He exists to satisfy our needs
“Even in evangelical churches the impression is too of ten given that God exists to make us happy, to solve our 
problems, to answer our prayers, to heal our sicknesses, to improve our marriages, to help us keep to a diet.”

“Here is a litmus test for our souls.  Are you God-centred?  Hell will test you.”
“If you are unsure about hell, God will convince you.  Until people know God, they will not believe in hell.”

Chapter 2: Biblical Basics
“Hell may be defined simply as the place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.”
A. What is Hell?

a. A Real Place Created by God
“We don’t know where in the universe that place is, but it has a precise location somewhere.”
 ‒ “out”, “outside”, “outer darkness”: remote from God’s life and light

1. Gehenna
The valley of Hinnom, just outside Jerusalem:



 ‒ where the Israelites had burned their children in sacrifice to Molech;
 ‒ by NT times, where offal was burned day and night:

 ‒ associated with smoke, stench and worms
Prepared for the devil and his angels.

b. Just, Terrible and Everlasting Punishment
Not:
 ‒ remedial:

 ‒ hell does not make people better, like purgatory;
 ‒ preventative:

 ‒ other than as an incentive for the living to turn to Christ;
 ‒ retributive:

 ‒ recompense for evil done.
The punishment will be:

1. Just
 ‒ Not all will be punished to the same degree, Lk. 12:47, 8

2. Terrible
 ‒ “weeping and gnashing of teeth”, Matt. 8:12
 ‒ “their work does not die and their fire is not quenched”, Mk. 9:44
 ‒ “drink the wine of the wrath of God”, Rev. 14:10
 ‒ “tormented with fire and brimstone … And the smoke of their torment ascends for ever and ever; and they 

have no rest day and night” Rev. 14:11
3. everlasting:

 ‒ “everlasting destruction” 2 Thess. 1:9
 ‒ “everlasting fire … everlasting punishment” Matt. 25: 41, 46
 ‒ same word as that used for “everlasting” life

c. For the Devil, his Angels, and the Unsaved
 ‒ devil, Rev. 20:10
 ‒ his angels: Matt 25:41
 ‒ people:

 ‒ the notoriously wicked, Rev. 21:8
 ‒ “those who do not know God, and … who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” 2 Thess. 
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d. The Irrecoverable Destiny of the Unbeliever at Death

Our souls enter immediately at death into heaven or into hell.
Sheol / Hades are used in two senses:
 ‒ the state of death before the return of Christ;
 ‒ the place of punishment.
“there is no second chance, no future hope, no point in praying for the dead.  They are beyond our prayers, 
which can no longer help them.  Even Almighty God himself will not help them.”

e. Ruled by God and Existing for his Glory
God:
 ‒ “has power to cast into hell” Lk. 12:5
 ‒ rules it and has prepared its fires, Matt. 25:41
 ‒ is present in hell, “He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in 

the presence of the Lamb” Rev. 14:10
All rebellion will be overcome: 
 ‒ “… at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 

under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” Phil. 2:10-11

Hell exists for God’s glory:
 ‒ it reveals God’s glory in new and amazing ways;
 ‒ and as such, his people will thank him for it: 

 ‒ “…  “We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, 
Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. The nations were angry, and Your wrath has 
come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants 
the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those 
who destroy the earth.”“ Rev. 11: 17-18

B. Two Difficulties:
1. Is Hell Disproportionately Severe?
We cannot criticize the penalty because we do not understand the extent of guilt involved:
 ‒ “Our concept of sin is utterly inadequate.”
 ‒ Our values are warped, so how can we judge
The severity of the crime is not related to its length:



 ‒ murder in an instant v defraud over ten years
Those in hell continue to sin, incurring more guilt:
 ‒ “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be 

righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” Rev. 22:11
 ‒ “After countless ages they have more to answer for than when they were first condemned.”
“The ultimate proof of the seriousness of sin and the justice of everlasting punishment is provided by the cross 
of Christ.”
 ‒ “if there is no hell, there is no real point on the cross”
2. God is Love.  Is Hell not Contrary to the Character of God?
All God’s attributes stand together and agree together:
 ‒ God is love, and God is holy and just

 ‒ it is right for God to hate sin - should it not then be expressed?
Indifference is not a virtue, so how can God merely overlook sin as if it does not matter?
C. The Purpose of the Biblical Doctrine
“Warnings are unpleasant and, usually, unwelcome.  But, if based on reality, they are loving and beneficial.”

Chapter 3: Everlasting Destruction
“To claim that we are too refined and humane to consider such things would be to criticize our Saviour.  he 
spoke spoke graphically about what hell will be like and we should think about his words as seriously as we 
can.”
 ‒ but we must keep a form rein on our imaginations and not go beyond what the Scriptures say
Much of the Biblical description is symbolic:
 ‒ but “By its very nature a symbol or sign is always less than the reality it represents.”

a. Absolute Poverty
Separation from God:
 ‒ everything that makes life worthwhile comes from God, and we will be separated from these gifts also.
Removal of your dignity as God’s image-bearer:
 ‒ “destruction” / “perishing” means the ruin of all that is worthwhile

 ‒ becoming “ever more degraded, more contemptible, more lonely”
b. Agonizing Pain

“Fire”:
 ‒ it does not annihilate, but causes pain, Lk. 16:24; Rev. 14:10
“Worm”:
 ‒ conscience, that endlessly gnaws
“Weeping”: 
 ‒ the sorrow of inconsolable misery
“Gnashing of teeth”:
 ‒ rage or insanity

c. An Angry Presence
“God, who will be the heaven of one person, will be the hell of another.  The damned are separated from God’s 
grace and love and mercy. … Yet God is close to those in hell, because he is present there in his anger.”
 ‒ “For our God is a consuming fire” Heb. 12:29

d. An Appalling Prospect
It will never end

e. Don’t Listen to the Devil


